
A Star in the Making:  Annie Sellick at The Vic


If Debra Winger were twenty nine and could sing jazz, her name would be Annie Sellick. The young Ms Sellick bears a striking resemblance to Winger in appearance, has that same captivating husky voice, light-up-a-room grin and even has some of her mannerisms. After now seeing Sellick perform twice I see no reason why she should not be a star -- at least as big a star as a jazz vocalist can get. She is a very pretty woman with stage presence and charisma to burn. These are nice attributes but, of course, have nothing to do with singing jazz. But she also does that superbly. 


Annie Sellick is a Nashville native but does not wear a 10-gallon hat or cowboy boots (as far as I know) and doesn’t sing country. She is a full-fledged jazz singer and a marvelous new addition to the vocal scene. During her brief but engaging stage patter, she mentioned that she grew up listening to her mother’s show music recordings. (Her attractive Mom, by the way, was in the audience.) That early influence was noticeable in her focus on a song’s text in addition to its music. Sellick is truly a song actress with the ability to inflect each lyric line with appropriate humor, irony or rue as the story calls for. Thankfully, this is one new jazz singer who does not wish to be a horn. Like Carmen McRae and only a handful of other vocalists, Sellick is comfortable with lyrics and “tells the story” while nonetheless singing jazz. She demonstrates all the vivacious flare needed to make an audience happy but never to the detriment of the music. She is a masterful jazz singer who is so adept at handling time that everything she sings has a deeply relaxed, swinging pulse. Indeed the silences between the notes swung just as deeply. She quickly put smiles on the faces of her accompanying musicians. Not too many divas do that.


Sellick was in town for three Southern California gigs, beginning with a live recording session at Ray Slayton’s exceptional jazz venue, The Vic, working with an all-star band that included pianist, Gerald Clayton, bassist Dan Lutz, drummer Kevin Kanner and guitarist Bruce Forman performing arrangements written primarily by Shelly Berg. 

No reason to cover each of her selections except to say that they included a fine mixture of “break your heart” ballads with “taking care of business” up tempo straight-ahead jazz numbers and a few bluesy pieces. Speaking of the latter, Sellick’s rendition of a song unknown to me, titled (I think) “Soulful Dress” was playful, sassy and sexy and exhibited her natural acting talent and sensuality. Another standout was the vocal-bass duet “Honeysuckle Rose” Sellick and the bassist Lutz interwove their respective sounds magnificently. The “dog tunes” are not for Sellick, (though I’m sure she would make even their bark convincing). For example, not too many singers tackle the Billy Barnes masterpiece “Something Cool.” I don’t ordinarily drink with strangers, I most usually drink alone,” states the lonely (and probably faded) lady in Barnes’ masterful song. Tennessee Williams could have inspired this Blanche Dubois like heroine and it takes a singer with a talent for language, prosody and pacing to perform this story song convincingly. Annie Sellick is very much a jazz singer, who focuses on the music, but she is also a storyteller and her rendition of this inspired and emotionally complex song is masterful. If anyone had asked me I would have said that no one could effectively do the Billie Holiday ballad “No Regrets” at a fast clip but the brilliant Shelly Berg came up with just such an arrangement and Annie and “her boys” pulled it off most convincingly. 

Unfortunately, I don’t’ have sufficient space in this review to properly praise the Shelly Berg arrangements or her Rolls Royce band. But it was Annie Sellick’s night. She was the star, front and center, and deserving of many kudos. Music – in fact all of the arts – should challenge us, excite us, entertain us and enchant us. Well, Annie Sellick, Gerald Clayton, Dan Lutz, Kevin Kanner and Bruce Forman certainly accomplished each of those objectives. We left The Vic very entertained and enchanted. Annie Sellick has two available CDs and I recommend both, but she is also a stunning visual performer. Hopefully, she will be returning to Southern California. When she does, do your eyes and ears a favor and go to see her. Annie Sellick has impeccable taste, a brimful of talent and a charismatic delivery that commands a special kind of attention. She was born to entertain. Visit her web site at http://www.anniesellick.com.
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