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Three especially sparkling ingredients shine through this exceptional CD. One is the singer, another is the well-chosen song selections, and the third is the stellar arrangements. The singer is the lovely, very talented Calabria Foti, she with a warm honey voice, a thoroughly musicianly voice. Foti phrases with feeling, emotes with intensity but always with taste. She has technique but it is always in service to the material, which brings me to the second ingredient, those romantic, sensual songs.
“I am woman you are man” and “I wanna be loved starting tonight” and then “do it again. “Love me as though there’s no tomorrow;” why shouldn’t we surrender when “lights are low.” Calabria Foti is telling a story in this exceptional CD and it is a sexy story featuring a woman spending “a lovely evening” with a man who “fascinates her so.” Unlike many CDs, there are no weak songs, no throw aways in her selections. From beloved standards such as the exquisite “For All We Know” and Cole Porter’s “All of You” to lovely but lesser knowns, such as Herb Magidson’s “Linger In My Arms," each song is an emotive, polished gem. The dozen selections include two songs by the team of Jimmy McHugh and Harold Adamson, including the title song, “A Lovely Way to Spend an Evening” on which Foti wisely chooses to sing the rare verse. The second by this collaborative duo is the lovely “Love Me As Though There Were No Tomorrow.” which Foti performs as a beautiful bossa.
Perhaps the highlight of this most satisfying CD is, Gershwin’s “Do It Again,” which is often done up-tempo and “tongue-in-cheek. But Foti’s slow version - complete with the well-written verse – takes the lyrics seriously and brings an intended erotic glow to this text. If this is not the definitive version, then it is certainly a most unforgettable rendition. But then, maybe the highlight is the unjustly overlooked Jule Styne song “I Am Woman” which Foti cleverly works into a medley with Cy Coleman’s “You Fascinate Me So." (Anyway, these cuts alone are worth the price of this CD.)
And that third sparkling ingredient, the arrangements. At a time when charts seem to be growing more like obstacle courses, the beautifully crafted arrangements by Bob McChesney, Matt Harris and Foti are tasty, illuminating and in support of Foti’s soft-focus vocals. There is insufficient space to mention each of the superlative musicians, but it should be noted that McChesney enhances certain songs with most lovely and interesting trombone solos. Matt Harris is at the piano, Trey Henry at the upright bass, Dick Weller at the drums, the always lyrical Larry Koonse is the guitarist and some selections are enhanced by a string section.
A Lovely Way to Spend an Evening elegantly explores an evening of love and is certainly one of the best jazz vocal recordings in many years. Since this CD has done quite well, thankfully my enthusiasm is shared by others. For information on Calabria Foti and her recordings, visit her website at www.CalabriaFoti.com    
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