A Modern Romantic:  Pianist/Singer Dena DeRose at the Crowne Plaza


Dina DeRose is not simply a pianist who happens to sing nor a singer who happens to play piano. Rather, DeRose is, at all times, a complete musical artist and a surperb practitioner of this difficult dual role. To my mind, the only others that perform this role as well are Nat King Cole and Shirley Horn. But, that is not all folks, she also writes most of her own arrangements. I wish to focus a bit on this last skill for it is that element of her multi-faceted talent that was most in evidence at her recent gig at the LAX Crowne Plaza. Since she was working with local musicians - Paul Kreibich on drums and Derek Oles on bass - she stuck to the basic jazz lexicon. But, not to worry, due to her imaginative arrangements, the be-whiskered choices became imaginative gems. Jazz is the “sound of surprise” and DeRose was surprising us all evening with these deftly renewed standards. For example Rodgers and Hart's "Spring Is Here" became an imaginative bossa. The Van Heusen-Mercer "I Thought About You" was performed in relative minor, recasting that familiar melody into new and delightful arenas. DeRose is that rare jazz artist who can break one's heart with a slow-beat ballad and then turn around and swing us into bad health. I am not ordinarily a fan of scatting but hers is not simply a disposable show of technique. It is unhistrionic and true as an oboe. She might disagree but I would call DeRose a modern romantic who makes dissonance sound savory. And like the very best jazz musicians she toys with time and cadences enough to keep your trio on its toes. Needless to say, Kreibich and Oles were in lockstep with her all evening.

You can tell a lot about a particular artist by looking at the audience he/she draws. Well, the medium-sized room at the LAX Crowne Plaza Hotel was filled with fellow vocalists, pianists and other musicians. Just to cite a few, the talented young Ray Brown protégé, singer/bassist Kristin Korb was there, as was singer/guitarist Diane Hubka, the saxophonist/leader (the Maiden Voyage band) Anne Patterson and, vocalist/actor Bill Henderson with whom DeRose has worked several times. Singers Dini Clark, Judy Wexler and Pamela Jackson were also in attendance, not wanting to miss this brilliant New York state artist. Jazz just does not get any better. A warm thanks to Merle Kreibich for continuing to present the very best.
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