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Maybe it’s the water or the climate. Whatever the reason, the Northwest seems to have more than its share of superior vocalists. For example the exceptional Rebecca Kilgore and Nancy King in Oregon and, further north in Seattle, we have Greta Matassa and Kelley Johnson, amongst many other wonderful artists. Admittedly, Katie King (no relation I presume to Nancy) is not particularly new except to this reviewer. In any case she is a most worthy addition to the fine cadre of Northwest singers.
King does not, apparently, assemble her albums casually. Harry’s Fight is her fourth CD and the song selections show imagination and originality. For example, her interesting repertoire includes three by the Beatles and one each by Abbey Lincoln, Nina Simone and Paul Simon. The Great American Songbook is also well represented via Schwartz & Dietz, Frank Loesser and Arthur Altman. In addition, Katie King provides three originals. Generally, I’m not a fan of originals since the gift of composing music and lyrics and the gift of performing them require different talents. But Katie King writes very well and each of the three is a worthy song. For instance, the bone-simple country flavored ballad “Last Night” is excellent and could easily work its way into Emmylou Harris’ repertoire. “And Now (I’m Alive Again)” is a strong song with intelligent and thoughtful lyrics that give thanks to a new lover. Her title song, “Harry’s Fight (this old world, it aint for me)” is an exciting straight-ahead jazz piece that kicks off with a sax intro by Craig Flory. The loose thematic connection of this baker’s dozen is that each song tells the story of late night soul searching. Like the best singers, King makes the songs autobiographical. – both the good time swingers and the retrospective ballads. She gets inside the lyrics and inside her own memories.
Katie King is a consummate and stylish jazz singer with a dusky, sultry voice perfect for jazz. She and the blues are obviously intimate friends. Harry’s Fight is her first CD in almost a decade but I don’t know why. With the superior accompaniment of pianist Bill Anschell, bassist Jeff Johnson, drummer D’Vonne Lewis, and saxophonist Craig Flory, she has assembled a fine jazz vocal CD and we can hope that another ten-year wait is not required before her next release.
For information on Katie King and her recordings, visit her website at www.KatieKingSings.com.  
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