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Patti Page – jazz singer? Well, not really, but “Patti Page - swing singer” works just fine. Along with those dozens of beloved pop hits such as “Mockin' Bird Hill;”and “Tennessee Waltz,” Page recorded albums with jazz artists, such Pete Rugolo, Lou Stein, Marty Paich, J. J. Johnson and Red Mitchell, just to cite a few names. And she was very comfortable in this musical genre, always knowing where the pulse was and gently swinging her way through the better standards.


I Don't Want to Set the World on Fire was recorded in 1949 for the Lang-Worth Transcription radio service and, although never intended for sale to the general public, the sound is very good. Page was only 21 but had been singing professionally for two years and her lovely alto was fully developed. She worked with a fine jazz trio comprised of Lou Stein-piano, Jack Lesberg-bass and Allen Hanlow-drums. For examples of her sweet swing take a listen to “All I Do Is Dream of You,” “Exactly Like You” and the inexplicably ignored Walter Donaldson song “It's Been So Long.” She takes the first chorus of the beloved chestnut “All of Me” in a slow, patient manner (the way it was written) and then kicks it the second time through. This Audiophile CD contains 22 songs, including many glorious standards such as “Don't Blame Me.” and “Do Nothing Till You Hear from Me.”


Patti Page with Pete Rugolo and His Orchestra is comprised of two LPs, the 1956 In the Land of Hi-Fi and the 1957 West Side. These LPs were recorded when the 30-year old Page was at the top of her fame (e.g., nine gold records). But thanks to skilled arrangers like Rugolo, Shorty Rogers, Marty Paich and Bill Holman – and, of course, Page's confident jazz ear – these recordings are a pleasant departure from her pop fluff. The twenty four selections are the best from the Great American Songbook. For example, I cannot recall hearing a more satisfying version of “The Lady Is a Tramp” or the unjustly overlooked Cole Porter gem, “I've Got My Eyes on You.” Or, take a listen to “Gone With the Wind” which opens with just Page and a baritone sax that sounds like Mulligan (but is actually Paul Horn). This is jazz ballad singing at its best. Larry Bunker introduces Page on the wonderful bouncy Gershwin tune “They All Laughed;” notice Red Mitchell's bass work on this cut. Many of the offerings are with large orchestra but studded with soloists, such as Buddy Childers, Bob Cooper Pete Candoli, Shorty Rogers, Bud Shank and many other west coast jazz artists. 


Patti Page is an expressive pop singer but one gets the distinct impression that she listens to some jazz and recognizes jazz singing principles. Her voice has a warm and mellow clarity that falls elegantly on the ear. She never forgets that she is singing words and that they have meaning but she also  handles rhythm with confidence. 


Listen to Page once again and marvel at her musical and lyrical integrity, her relaxed swing and phrasing and her fine intonation. You won't find “Old Cape Cod” or “Doggie in the Window” on these two CDs, but you will hear a warmly swinging Page, singing superior songs and working with top-notch jazz musicians.

 Roger Crane
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