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Look up the word “undervalued” in your Websters and, unfortunately, you may find a picture of the pianist/composer/bandleader Tom Talbert. The jazz community has many such musicians who play brilliantly, write brilliantly and who have made significant contributions to this art form and yet, somehow, do not receive their due. Two of Talbert’s 1956 albums, Bix Duke Fats and Wednesday’s Child were acknowledged blueprints for the famous jazz style called “Cool.” or “West Coast.” During this period he wrote a stage musical and two movie soundtracks. His compositions have been compared to and even ranked with Gil Evans and Stan Kenton. Nonetheless, although Talbert has long been a favorite among his fellow musicians, it is likely that many of you do not know his name. Maybe this CD will help raise his visibility. 

In his latest CD, To a Lady, Talbert’s well-rehearsed 16-piece ensemble scrupulously explores and carefully develops every harmonic corridor and rhythmic device in twelve superlative charts. Eight of these 12 are from his pen and each is exceptional. The band is also exceptional and includes such noteworthies as Dick Oatts, Aaron Sachs, Joe Wilder, Howard Alden and Jim Pugh, just to cite a few names. The inclusion of a bass clarinet and a French Horn, help generate a mellower sound than that of many big bands.


One of the most exciting tunes is an uptempo swinger titled “Dance Delively” with Eddie Bert’s trombone out front. The clever “Tune for Two” marries the talents of guitarist Howard Alden and the alto sax of Dick Oatts. On the Latin conga-driven “Chiripa,” trumpeter Glenn Drewes takes solo honors. My personal favorite of the Talbert originals is the lovely impressionistic Green Light, which reminded me a little of composer/bandleader Maria Schneider’s compositions. That would make sense since she is a Talbert fan and cites him as a major influence on her work. The most lovely of the non-Talbert tunes might be the band’s rendition of the classic, “Little Girl Blue.” With an almost chamber-music arrangement, the beautiful muted flugelhorn of Joe Wilder floats above the sublime Rodgers’ melody.


Talbert’s band is adventurous, has lovely sonorities, a relentless attack and great tonal contrasts. When you see Tom Talbert’s name on a CD, you know it’s going to be outstanding. To a Lady is no exception. Fans of big bands will certainly enjoy this colorful release. 

Highly recommend.

Roger Crane
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